
E X P E R I E N C E  O F  I M M O B I L I T Y

LE COMMUN (BAC)  16  DEC  2015  –  09  JAN  2016

2 0  Y E A R S  O F  P E R F O R M A N C E  A C T S

Y A N N  M A R U S S I C H

s c h e d u l e

U S E F U L 
I N F O R M A T I O N 

A d m i s s i o n  f r e e 
for all performances and activities 
at Le Commun (BAC) 

A d m i s s i o n  a t 
v i s i t o r s ’  d i s c r e t i o n

At Cinéma Spoutnik

S f r  1 5 . -

for all performances and activities 
at Cave 12, Théâtre du Galpon (except 
31 Dec.) and Théâtre de l’Usine

B r u n c h  
Sun. 20 Dec Sfr 25.-  / Sat. 9 Jan. 
Sfr 15.- 

E v e n i n g  e v e n t 
3 1  D e c e m b e r

Théâtre du Galpon,  Sfr 90.- 
 (advance booking required)

v e n u e s

L e  C o m m u n 
Rue des Bains 28 (Bâtiment d’Art Contemporain)
Bus 1, get off at “Bains” or “Ecole-Médecine”; Buses 2 
and 19, get off at “Bains” or “Musée d’Ethnographie”;
Tram 12, get off at “Plainpalais”; Tram 15, get off 
at “Cirque”.
Light refreshments and snacks available at Le Com-
mun for one hour before and after performances. 

L a  C a v e  1 2 
+41 (0) 78 682 12 35 
Rue de la Prairie 4 
Buses 6, 10, 19, get off at “Prairie”; Bus 3, trams 
14 and 18,  get off at “Lyon”.

L e  T h é â t r e  d u  G a l p o n
+41 (0) 22 321 21 76 
At the edge of Bois de la Bâtie
2, route des Péniches
Petit-Lancy
Buses 2, 4, 11, 19, D and tram 14: get off at “Jonction”.

T h é â t r e  d e  l ’ U s i n e
+ 41 (0) 22 328 08 18

C i n é m a  S p o u t n i k
+41 (0) 22 328 09 26
Rue de la Coulouvrenière 11
Buses 1, 4, D and Tram 15: get off at “Stand”; Tram 
14, get off at “Palladium”.

8 pm                PÔ



e d i t o  

From 16 December 2015 to 9 January 2016, performance artist Yann Marussich will be celebrating 20 years of poetic, political and 
aesthetic immobility with Experience of Immobility, 20 years of Performance Acts. 

A performance exhibition during which the Genevan artist, winner of the Prix Ars Electronica in the Hybrid Art category, offers new 
perceptions of landmark performance pieces from his repertoire by activating them one by one over a period of almost one month.

This experiment in perpetual motion sees Yann Marussich activating his performances at Le Commun  (BAC) in Geneva, opening up 
a constantly changing body of work. The event also involves new temporalities, as the audience will be free to look at the sets 
before, during and after the performances. 

Experience of Immobility is designed as a journey into the heart of a unique art form that allows us to explore its many facets 
and to glimpse behind the scenes. It also highlights points of contact between Yann Marussich’s approach, the work of other 
performers, and different artistic and critical disciplines via installations, exhibitions, public events and screenings. 

E X h i b i t i o n 
L E  C O M M U N  ( B A C )

Weds. 16 December 2015 - Sat. 9 January 2016  
11 am – 6 pm every day except Monday (closed 24 and 25 Dec 
2015 and 1-2-3 Jan 2016) - Admission free

b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s
Y a n n  M a r u s s i c h
For the first time ever, Yann Marussich will be 
exhibiting his sets before and after they are 
activated during Experience of Immobility: the 
exhibition can also be seen as a kind of self-portrait. 
Discover the artist’s world through set designs, 
engravings, drawings and texts. An exhibition of 
images by artists who follow Yann Marussich’s work 
will complete this wide-ranging panorama.

A r c h i v e s
I s a b e l l e  M e i s t e r
Marussich’s travelling companion Isabelle Meister 
brings together her photographs of the performance 
artist in a brand new exhibition. 

I m m e r s i o n
E m i l i e  S a l q u è b r e
Every day for one month, photographer Emilie 
Salquèbre will be exhibiting a photograph of Yann 
Marussich’s performance from the day before.  A 
unique perspective on Experience of Immobility, 
presented alongside other works devoted to 
Marussich. 

G l a s s e d
G r e g o r y  B a t a r d o n     
Genevan dancer and photographer Gregory Batardon 
exhibits his images of Glassed.

T e x t u r e
J u l i e  S e m o r o z 
Designed as a journey into immobility, Texture is a 
new triptych comprising screen-printed details of 
Marussich’s skin. 

P h o t o g r a p h s
M a n u e l  V a s o n
A former assistant of Helmut Newton, photographer 
Manuel Vason is one of the most talented observers of the 
international performance art scene. This exhibition looks 
back at some of his most significant encounters with Yann 
Marussich.

weds. 16 dec - Pre-opening
Cave 12

8 pm: PÔ (2012)
By/with Yann Marussich and Vincent Barras 
(sound poetry)

Two performers fascinated by the human 
body—in this case, the skin. A wonderful 
interface between inside and outside: it 
is both at once. It belongs to both interior 
and exterior, and it’s sometimes hard to 
tell them apart. 

10 pm onwards: Passeurs de disques
Tempête de fraises & friends

Thurs. 17 Dec - Opening 
Le Commun  –  Admission free

6.30 pm: Vernissage

8.15 pm: MAS DISTINGUIDAS
By La Ribot with Ruth Childs (50 minutes). 

Poetry in motion or living tableaux? 
The performer appears, naked and 
distinguished, “as the only screen against 
offence”. 

9.30 pm: CŒUR AFFAMÉ (1996)
By/with Yann Marussich (40 minutes). 

A seminal performance piece by Yann 
Marussich, this abrasively realistic 
autobiographical piece challenges the 
world of  performance and dance that 
surrounds the character embodied by the 
artist.

10.30 pm: FRANZ TREICHLER
The founder and vocalist of  Young Gods 
and one of  Yann Marussich’s travelling 
companions, Franz Treichler takes the 
helm for the last part of  this opening 
evening.  



fri. 18 dec.
Le Commun  –  Admission free

7 pm: LA CHAISE #1  
(New performance, 2015)
By/with Yann Marussich. With Sara Panamby 
and Filipe Espindola (60 minutes). 

A three-part performance featuring 
three people on chairs made of  sugar 
that collapse under the effects of  
flowing blood. A critique of  the overuse 
of  addictive, toxic sugar by the food 
industry.

9 pm: BALLOON & BAS RÉSILLE 
By/with Anne Rochat (45 minutes).
Music: Julian Sartorius

A woman, half  deadly creature, 
half  moving sculpture, stands on a 
revolving plinth. Her muscles tense, 
her body dislocates itself, her face 
remains impassive. The amazing Swiss 
performance artist practices the art of  
confrontation between body and object, 
playing with (and laying bare) notions of  
domination and submission.

sun. 20 dec.
Le Commun  –  Admission free
Brunch sfr 25.-

12.30 / 6 pm: BRUNCH & DISCUSSION 
A discussion on the artistic themes of  
Yann Marussich’s work
Moderator: M. Kridi. 
With: B. Andrieu, G. Cipoletta, A. Davier, 
J. Hauser , Y. Marussich, La Ribot, S. Roques, 
G. Vigarello, S.Wilson.
12.30 pm: brunch / 1 pm: The relationship 
with pain  / 3 pm: The exhibited body / 5 pm: 
The skin as interface

7 pm: TRANSFIGURATION (New version)
By/with Olivier de Sagazan (50 minutes). 

By disfiguring his face, the artist 
spectacularly launches his character—a 
run-of-the-mill office worker—into a 
desperate quest for his true identity.  
8.30 pm: LA CHAISE  #3  
(New performance, 2015)
By/with Yann Marussich. With Sara Panamby 
and Filipe Espindola (60 minutes). 

A critique of  the overuse of  addictive, 
toxic sugar by the food industry: day 
three. 

mon. 21 dec.
Le Commun  –  Admission free

7 pm: TRAVERSÉE (2004)
By/with Yann Marussich. 
Original soundscape: Yann Gioria 
(duration not predetermined). 

lies on the floor, a cable connecting his 
neck to a winch that can be operated by 
anyone who wishes. When this happens, 
it strangles the performer as he begins 
his “crossing”. A social observation of  the 
uses of  individual freedom when it is not 
subject to authority. 

9 pm: STUDENTS OF IMMOBILITY (2015)
Over two weekends, the Cultural 
Activities department at the University 
of  Geneva invited Yann Marussich to 
initiate students into the principles of  
immobility. Tonight they perform the 
results of  their personal and collective 
research. 

SAt. 19 dec.
Le Commun  –  Admission free

7 pm: LA CHAISE #2  
(New performance, 2015)
By/with Yann Marussich. With Sara Panamby 
and Filipe Espindola (60 minutes). 

A critique of  the overuse of  addictive, 
toxic sugar by the food industry: day two. 

9 pm: PEARLS TO PIGS
By/with Filipe Espindola and Sara Panamby.  
Music: JMO (60 minutes) First time in Europe.

By sewing and sticking together feathers 
and beads, these Brazilian performance 
artists, presented here for the first time in 
Europe, recreate magnified silhouettes at 
the frontiers of  the extraordinary and the 
monstrous. Ancestral practices lead to a 
body that goes beyond the organic.

tue. 22 dec.
Le Commun  – Admission free

8 pm: BAIN BRISÉ  (2010)
By/with Yann Marussich. Music: JMO 
(60 - 120 minutes). 

Hardly visible on the surface, a man in a 
bath is buried under 600 kilos of  broken 
glass. Will he be able to defy pain and 
emerge unscathed from this crystalline 
magma?  For almost two hours, Yann 
Marussich plunges the viewer into a visual 
and sensory freedive. This performance 
marks the completion of  the “Glass Cycle”, 
a hypnotic experiment between the body-
as-subject and the observer.

weds. 23 dec.
Le Commun  –  Admission free

8 pm: BLEU REMIX (2007)
By/with Yann Marussich. 
Music: Franz Treichler (60 minutes).

Yann Marussich’s cult performance finds 
him sitting motionless in a transparent 
box. Referencing his body’s inner turmoil, 
he allows blue-tinted biological fluids to 
ooze from his orifices (eyes, nose, mouth) 
then from his entire skin. Thanks to 
barely perceptible movements and blue 
sweat made visible by a chemical process, 
Yann Marussich sparks awareness of  the 
unconscious mind. 



SAt. 26 dec. 
Le Commun  –   Admission free

11 / 6 pm: Selection of 
performance art films
Programme  : Marina Abramovic and Ulay, 
Acconci Vito, Export Valie, Franko B, Julien 
Blaine, Tehching Hsieh, Ron Athey, Yves Klein, 
Serge Pey, Otto Muel, Gina Pane, Chris Burden, 
Ben Vautrier, Ana Mendieta, Stelarc 
(details of films available at the venue).

As a corporeal practice, performance 
transgresses categories and disciplines 
and affects the way we relate to the 
historical and political dimensions of  the 
body. The selection of  films presented by 
Yann Marussich relates to performance 
artists who, throughout his career, 
have confirmed the validity of  his own 
aesthetic choices. Some of  the videos 
presented as part of  this performance 
exhibition belong to the Fonds André Iten 
(FAI), currently managed by the Fond 
Municipal Art Contemporain (FMAC).

sun. 27 dec.
Cinéma Spoutnik 
Admission at visitors’ discretion 
food available at the venue

12.30 - 6 pm: VIDÉO-ACTION 
New generation
With Anne Rochat, Emilie Salquèbre, Cecilia 
Ferraro, Yesenia Trobbiani and others

In partnership with the Spoutnik cinema, 
this day devoted to a new generation 
of  artists will be a chance to discover a 
selection of  new “action videos” using 
images in apparently simple ways to 
take the viewer into the very heart of  the 
substance of  performance art. Sequence 
shots, static shots, POV and slow motion 
are used to concentrate the energy of  each 
performance.

tue. 29 dec.
Théâtre du Galpon 
admission Sfr 15.-

8 pm: GLASSED  (2011) 
Created and performed by Yann Marussich. 
Music: Franz Treichler (60 minutes).

A cube of  green light rises high above 
the stage and shows a man whose head 
is imprisoned in a funnel full of  broken 
glass. The man looks like a puppet whose 
puppeteer might be the omnipotent cubic 
structure of  the performance. Little by 
little the performer undresses, removing 
his veil and scattering shattered glass on 
the floor. Now visible, he has re-emerged 
into everyday life, his body slumped 
on the ground as if  annihilated by the 
outside world.

thurs. 31 dec.
Théâtre du Galpon 
Sfr 90.- (includes dinner, 
performance and drinks)
Admission until 10 pm, no re-entry.

9 / 5 am: L’AN VERS…
With Yann Marussich, Sara Panamby, Filipe Es-
pindola, G.C.A and JMO, Cerise Rossier, Michel 
Rochat, and more.

L’An Vers is a transformative sensorial 
and taste experience that takes us into the 
New Year in the company of  a team of  ex-
perts specialising in atemporal weaving 
and evanescent poetry. Mobile phones 
can be retrieved (and New Year’s gree-
tings received) at the end of  the journey.
Let us take you into a slow, slow world for 
one night.

Prior booking required
Théâtre du Galpon: +41 (0)22 321 21 76

mon. 4 jan.
Le Commun  –  Admission free

8 pm: NUIT DE VERRE 
(previously performed piece: first version 2007)
By/with Yann Marussich (60 minutes) 

Lying naked on a metal sheet covered in 
glasses and broken glass, Yann Marussich 
absorbs violent vibrations that increase 
every time a spectator—who has been 
informed of  the risks involved for the 
performer—operates the machinery. The 
paradox of  the situation is that to save 
himself, Yann Marussich must allow the 
tremors to pass through him, without 
struggling or attempting to resist. 

tue. 5 jan.
Théâtre de l’Usine
Sfr 15.-

8 pm: HYPHOS (2012)
By/with Yann Marussich. Visuals: Jimmy 
Roura and Sophie Ròs. 
Music: Daniel Zéa. (60 minutes). 

A darkened room lost in the cosmos. 
A man suspended in the void. Images 
projected onto his skin vary as the 
performance progresses: he is laid bare in 
many different ways. Variations in light 
and colour in the room seem to reveal the 
different strata of  his being, overexposing 
his vulnerability. The viewer is invited to 
look at this terrestrial body inhabited by 
its Thumos: its life force. 



weds. 6 jan.
Le Commun  –  Admission free

12 / 2 pm: BLANC (2015)
By/with Yann Marussich (120 minutes).

An urban collective poem created for public 
space. A man dressed in white stands in 
motionless silence. A sign at his feet asks a 
question. Passers-by are invited to respond 
by drawing or writing on the performer’s 
costume. 

8 pm: EX-PRESSION (2009)
By/with Yann Marussich (60 minutes). 

A sheet of Plexiglass is hung like a painting. 
The raw material for the “painting” is a 
man’s naked body, squashed between the 
Plexiglass and the wall. Next to this, like an 
explanatory note in a museum, a tomato 
is squashed in a similar way. Throughout 
the performance, the audience is invited 
to loosen or tighten the screws holding 
the frames, as if  to squeeze out what they 
contain. With this performance, Yann 
Marussich tackles the notion of the content 
of artworks head-on. 

thurs. 7 jan.
Le Commun  –  Admission free

8 pm: CLOUS 
(first version performed in 2011)
By/with Yann Marussich. With Arturo Corrales 
(composer). 60 minutes.

At the centre of  the room we see a large 
seat-like structure made up of  several 
hundred vertical spikes on which the 
performer is stretched out impassively. 
The viewer wonders how this body, 
bearing down with all its weight on the 
“armchair of  nails”, can bear the pain. Is 
he asleep or unconscious? A sculptural 
totem for a pagan ritual, Clous is an 
allegory of  the psychological density of  
passing time. 

fri. 8 jan.
Le Commun  –  Admission free

7 pm: RIDEAU! (2014)
By/with Yann Marussich. 
With G.C.A (improvised live music). 240 
minutes.

For Yann Marussich, frontiers are a 
reality that we submit to. Whether they 
divide or protect, their political and 
warlike concepts are imposed with (and 
often without) people’s consent. Here, 
a curtain of  bones and razorblades 
tackles this notion of  the violence of  
frontiers by suggesting that the external 
frontier is never anything more than the 
collective projection of  our inner fears. 
It is a metaphor for Man caught up in his 
contradictions as both abuser and victim 
in the struggle to “live together”. We are 
our own abusers and our own victims, and 
the only way to escape this is to force our 
way through the frontiers. All frontiers—
be they interior or exterior.

sat. 9 jan.
Le Commun  –  Admission free
Brunch sfr 15.-

11 am: BRUNCH DE CLÔTURE

2 pm: MORSURE (2004)
By/with Yann Marussich. With 2 guest biters. 
60 minutes. 

An unclothed man stands with his eyes 
closed in the centre of  a room. A record 
player plays familiar tunes.  Two women 
bite into a blue sponge, then into the man’s 
flesh. His skin is tinted blue and red by the 
bitemarks. He does not react, but we can 
now detect pleasure in the gestures of  the 
protagonists, for whom the subject is now 
nothing but flesh: they have objectivised 
him. Referencing historic performances 
by Vito Acconci or Yoko Ono, this piece 
is not as playful as it seems. For Yann 
Marussich, “that aspect is just a mask 
intended to conceal the wounds.”  

E X P E R I E N C E  O F  I M M O B I L I T Y

t h e  b o o k 
For over twenty years the work of  Yann Marussich has been critically, 
scientifically and philosophically scrutinised, especially since the performance 
artist was awarded the Ars Electronica award in the Hybrid Art category. Jens 
Hauser, who has contributed an innovative approach to Bleu Remix in this book, 
is probably his leading commentator, while many other thinkers, intellectuals, 
artists and theorists have also explored the issues raised by Yann Marussich’s 
approach to immobility, the skin, and the limits of  the body. Brought together 
in this book for the first time, together they offer a transverse reading of  the 
Genevan artist’s work. The book features contributions from Myriam Kridi 
and Julie Semoroz (A shared humanity), Bernard Andrieu (Emersive mutation: Yann 
Marussich and the awakening of the sentient body), Georges Vigarello and Sylvie 
Roques (Marussich and the contemporary world), Giorgio Cipolletta (The creative 
skin: for danced immobility), Sarah Wilson (The First Time and for all Times), Anne 
Davier (Radicality shared) and Franko B. (Dialogue with Yann Marussich). It also 
includes the text of  the seminal performance piece Cœur Affamé (1996) with a 
foreword by La Ribot, followed by a reasoned repertoire of  Yann Marussich’s 
work. He constantly questions this body of  work in Experience of Immobility, 
a performance exhibition during which he develops fresh perceptions of  
landmark pieces from his repertoire, activating them one by one over a period 
of  one month in Geneva from 16 December 2015 to 9 January 2016. 

Bilingual publication (Fr/Eng). On sale at the event venues. Can also be ordered from 
yannmarussich.ch Price Sfr 20. (+ shipping). 



PERCEUSE PRODUCTIONS SCÈNES WOULD LIKE TO THANK

Our main sponsors 

Geneva City Council
Le Fond Municipal d’Art Contemporain – Ville De Genève (Fmac)  
La Loterie Romande 
La Fondation Ernst Göhner

Partners for new performances

The Swiss cultural foundation Pro Helvetia
La Fondation Leenaards
Partner for restaged performances 
Le Département de l’Instruction publique de l’État de Genève (DIP) 

Educational partners

Les Activités culturelles de l’Université de Genève

Partner venues

Cave 12
Cinéma Spoutnik
Théâtre du Galpon
Théâtre de l’Usine

Media partners

Affichage Vert
Imprimerie Villière

Experience of Immobility team

Performer, artistic director: Yann Marussich
Project management: Julie Semoroz
Assistants: Melinda Quadir and Sylvette Riom

Technical director: Philippe  Maeder
Technicians: David Châtel, Denis Rollet
Technical assistant: Léo Marussich

Accounts: Nathalie Wenger
Communication, media relations: Francis Cossu
Graphic design: Thomas Perrodin
Video recording: Sam Maryu and Nicolas Comtesse

Bars: Nathalie Wenger & Julien Gourdon
Reception assistant: Francesca Zenobi
Decoration Le Commun: Rucksack Gogolplex

The company Yann Marussich Perceuse Productions Scènes has received funding 
from Geneva City Council since 2011.  Experience of  Immobility, a Perceuse 
Productions Scène production, 2015-2016. 

yannmarussich.ch 
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